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In this issue: 

Important Upcoming Dates 

College Visits 

SUNY Financial Aid Days 

FAFSA 

Financial Aid Night 

Junior High 

Manufacturing Day 

Community Spirit Challenge 

10/10/19  Marine Recruiter 

10/10/19 5:30-7:30 BOCES Open House 

10/11/19  5 Week Progress Reports 

10/15/19  National Guard Recruiter 

10/16/19 7:50 PSAT Exam 

10/17/19 9:15 8th Grade Manufacturing Day 

10/23/19 5th and 6th JCC Instant Admit Day 

10/23/19 6:00 Financial Aid Night 

“We are no longer ‘guidance counselors’  

only focused on graduation and course  

selections for students.  We are Professional 

School Counselors who focus on the  

academic, personal/social AND career  

development of ALL students.” 

Dear Students, 

You are the reason why I am here! 



SUNY Financial Aid Days 

The State University of New York is hosting its annual 
SUNY Financial Aid Days at multiple campuses across New 
York State. 

SUNY Financial Aid Days are designed to answer questions 
and provide assistance regarding the financial aid applica-
tion, the types of aid available, and the award process. 

SUNY campuses across New York State will offer financial aid workshops.  A number of participating 
campuses will also provide hands-on assistance from SUNY financial aid professionals in completing 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Computer access to complete the FAFSA will 
be offered on many campuses. 

Students may register at www.suny.edu/studentevents or by calling the SUNY Recruitment Re-
sponse Center at 1-800-342-3811.  Host campuses will confirm by mail or email with registrants and 
provide program details including specific workshops to be offered, time, location, and parking in-
structions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheduled visits at this time are as follows: 

Tuesday, October 15 @ 9:30 - Plattsburgh 

Thursday, October 17 @ 9:00 - St. Lawrence University 

Monday, October 21 @ 8:30 - Cazenovia College 

Monday, October 21 @ 11:00 - North Country Community College 

Tuesday, October 22 @ 11:00 - Geneseo 

Tuesday, October 29 @ 1:00 - Alfred State 

Wednesday, October 30 @ 9:15 - Keuka College 

Friday, November 1 @ 9:00 - Paul Smith’s 

Monday, November 4 @ 12:45 - SUNY Oswego 

Wednesday, November 13 @ 1:00 - College of St. Rose 

COLLEGE VISITS 
Colleges will be setting up visits at General Brown in the 
fall.  Representatives will be available to meet with Jun-
iors and Seniors in the General Brown room.  Students 
should pay close attention to the calendar in the show-
case or on the wall in the Guidance Office for upcoming 
dates.  If you would like to attend, please see the Guid-
ance Office for a pass the morning of the visit. 

http://www.suny.edu/studentevents


SENIORS:   
The new 2020-2021 FAFSA 
(including the ready-to-use IRS 
Data Retrieval Tool) is availa-
ble! FYI: Some states and 
schools have limited funds, so 
don’t delay start filling out your 
FAFSA today! 
 
What is the FAFSA?  
The FAFSA is the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid.  
This application is used by the 
government and colleges to 
determine how much financial 
aid your student is eligible for.  
It’s the first step in the finan-
cial aid process. 
 
Who must apply?  
The FAFSA requires financial 
information from the student 
and the parent(s) he lives with.   
Parents—you need to complete 
the FAFSA even if you are not 
planning on helping your child 
pay for college.  (Providing 
your financial information is 
not a promise to pay for your 
child’s education.) 
Who is considered a  
parent?  
The parent(s) the student lives 
with, including biological par-
ents, adoptive parents, or a 
step-parent who is married to 
the student’s parent.  See the 
FAFSA website for rules about 
parents who are divorced or 
share custody. 

Is there anyone who 
should not apply?  
All students who are legal U.S. 
residents should complete the 
FAFSA.  Undocumented stu-
dents may not apply for feder-
al aid, and should talk to their 
school counselor about other 
options. 
 
When are applications 
due? 
Students are advised to apply 
during their senior year of high 
school, beginning October 1.  
Students must re-apply each 
year they’re in school. 
 
What information do I 
need? 

 Social Security Number 

 Your driver’s license num-
ber if you have one 

 Your Alien Registration 
Number if you are not a 
U.S. citizen 

 Federal tax information or 
tax returns for parents and 
student 

 Information on savings, in-
vestments, and business 
and farm assets 

 
 
 
 

How do I get started?  
The FAFSA application can be 
found at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  If 
you have questions, talk to 
your school counselor, or go to 
http://studentaid.ed.gov/ for 
more information. You can also 
call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-
433-3243) for answers to spe-
cific questions. 
 
 

For Tips on Filling Out the FAFSA go to: 
https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/8-steps-to-filling-out-the-fafsa-form/ 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
https://blog.ed.gov/2017/09/8-steps-to-filling-out-the-fafsa-form/


FINANCIAL AID NIGHT 
Wednesday, October 23 6:00 at General Brown  

Junior-Senior High School Auditorium 

FAFSA?  EFC’s?  SAR’s?  If all this 
financial aid jargon is making your 
head spin, you’re not alone.  These 
terms are sometimes confusing and 
if you’re seeing them for the first 
time, applying for financial aid can 
be an intimidating process.   
 
In order to help you through this 
process, we have put together a list 
of some common vocabulary that 
you will come across when applying 
for financial aid. 
 
AWARD LETTER: 
 

Notification of the terms and re-
quirements of the financial aid pack-
age offered by a college. 
 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
SERVICE (CCS) PROFILE: 
 

A financial aid application required 
by some schools in addition to the 
FAFSA 
 
COST OF ATTENDANCE (COA): 
 

The annual cost of attending college 
that is used to determine a student’s 
Financial need. It includes tuition, 
books, fees, room and board, trans-
portation and out-of-pocket-
expenses.  Also referred to as the 
student expense budget. 
 
DEPENDENT STUDENT: 
 

An unmarried student under the age 
of 24 whom has no dependents and 
who is at least partially dependent 
on parental support.   
 
INDEPENDENT STUDENT: 
 

A student who is not dependent on 
parental support and meets one of 
several conditions established by the 
federal government. 
 
ESTIMATED FAMILY  
CONTRIBUTION (EFC): 
 

The total amount a student and his 
or her family are expected to pay 
toward college costs from their in-
come and assets. 
 
FEDERAL WORK-STUDY 
PROGRAM: 
 

A federally sponsored campus-based 
program that provides employment 
opportunities for students with 
demonstrated need. 
 

FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE: 
 

The total financial aid award offered 
to the student which may include 
grants, scholarships, loans and work
-study. 
 
FINANCIAL NEED: 
 

The amount by which a student’s 
estimated family contribution falls 
short of covering the cost of attend-
ance. 
 
FREE APPLICATION FOR  
FEDERAL STUDENT AID 
(FAFSA):  
 

A form distributed by the federal 
government for use by students 
applying for federal financial aid 
programs.  FASFA forms should be 
completed electronically at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 
GIFT AID: 
 

Student financial aid, such as schol-
arships and grants that does not 
have to be repaid and does not re-
quire a student’s being employed. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP: 
 

Monetary award that does not have 
to be repaid. 
 
GRANT: 
 

A financial award that does not 
have to be repaid. 
 
LOAN: 
 

Money borrowed that must be paid 
back with interest. 
 
SELF-HELP AID: 
 

Student financial aid, such as loans 
and federal work-study, that require 
repayment or a student’s being em-
ployed. 
 
SIMPLIFIED NEEDS TEST: 
 

A formula used by families whose 
total adjusted gross incomes are 
under $50,000 and who are eligible 
to file a 1040EZ, 1040A, or no tax 
return at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR): 
 

A report produced by the US De-
partment of Education and sent to 
students who have applied for fed-
eral student financial aid.  It con-
tains either a number called the 
expected family contribution or a 
request for further information. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov


On Thursday, October 17, our 8th Grade students 
will be participating in Manufacturing Day. 
 
Manufacturing Day is an annual event that occurs 
in October, an occasion during which manufacturers 
across the country open their doors to showcase the po-

tential of modern manufacturing and foster interest in manufacturing careers. 
 
Here, hundreds of students and their educators across the North Country region have 
the opportunity to learn about manufacturing and the amazing career opportunities 
available when they join in celebrating Manufacturing Day with tours hosted at area 
manufacturers. The tours will allow America’s future workforce to get an inside view 
of modern manufacturing facilities, see how world-class products are manufactured 
locally, and learn about the variety of career opportunities available in manufacturing. 
 
Please Note:  Permission slips are due by Friday, October 11th. 

Attention 7th & 8th grade students. If you would like to participate in the Community 
Spirit Youth Giving Challenge this year, please see the counseling office for an appli-
cation. This program selects 20 students who’ve applied, to help explore their concept 
of community and help provide funding to charitable organizations that embody and 
support what you feel makes your community a great place to live. If you care about 
your community and would like to make a difference, please grab your application in 
the counseling office. If you have any questions, please see Miss Swan.   

 

Here's the link for you too…  

http://www.nnycf.org/givingchallenge/ 

http://www.nnycf.org/givingchallenge/

